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Questions and Answers 

 

Question 1:  On the page 4 of NOFO, it states that "After the students have been placed in the 

appropriate course and before the course begins, conduct a pre-test to evaluate the participants’ 

level of listening, speaking, reading, and writing in English. This test will be used as a baseline 

to compare the students’ progress throughout and at the conclusion of the course. The pre-test 

must meet international standards for English for Specific Purposes with a specific focus on 

diplomacy. Before purchasing the assessment (pre-test and post-test) package, the successful 

applicant must obtain approval from the Grants Officer Representative". Can the applicant 

consider purchasing and using internationally recognized tests that are focused on General 

English language skills or Test of English for International Communication (TOEIC)? 

Answer:  The applicant may propose using either a general English language skills test 

or TOEIC.   

 

Question 2:  One the Page 4 of NOFO, it states that "Organize up to two Skype calls per month 

with the U.S. Embassy so that the MFA participants can speak with American diplomats and 

practice their English Language skills". Is the proposed center at MoFA equipped with necessary 

IT equipment to conduct such Skype calls? If no, should we include the cost for purchase of 

necessary IT equipment in our application? 

 Answer:   Yes, the MoFA has the equipment for Skype purposes. 

 

Question 3:  On the page 4 of NOFO, it states that "The recipient will then conduct the 

placement test to identify the prospective participants’ level of English. Based on the test results, 

the recipient will enroll participants in classes according to their level of English". Should 

applicant consider purchasing and using commercially available online tests for the purpose of 

placement test or applicant can develop its customized placement test?   

 Answer:  Applicants should plan to use a commercially available test to evaluate the 

prospective participants’ English ability and place them in classes accordingly. 

 

 


